
Name: _____________________________________ Block: _____ Date: ____________ 
 

Ms. Muhlbaier  Language Arts 

Unit 2: The Novel 
Fahrenheit 451: Become the Book 

 
“Good writers touch life often.” – Faber, Fahrenheit 451 

 
Directions/Task: Put yourself in Guy Montag’s place. Imagine that you have joined the wandering group of book lovers. 
Think of one book – that you’ve read – that would be worth saving from the firemen. This should be a work of value to 
future civilizations for whatever reason you choose (ideas, messages, plot, characters, etc.). For your project, you will 
write about why you would save this book and why this book is important enough to memorize. 
 
Part 1: Written Analysis 

1. Paragraph 1: Why would you save this book? Explain your choice in terms of the book’s meaning or impact on 
you. 

2. Paragraph 2: Why would you memorize/“become” this book? Explain your reasoning in terms of the book’s 
possible contributions/impact on society. 

 
Part 2: Oral Presentation 
You will memorize a selection from book you have stated you would become and present this selection to the class on 
_________________________________________. 
Requirements: 

1. Selections should be, at minimum, 10 complete sentences in length. If you choose an anthology of poetry, the 
poem you memorize must be at least 15 lines in length.  

2. Selections should demonstrate why you chose this book to memorize versus why you might choose to simply 
save the book. 

3. You must provide a copy of the selection you have memorized to Miss Muhlbaier before the completion of your 
presentation. This copy can be a photocopy of the page or a typed/neatly handwritten copy. You will be allowed 
to have another copy to refer to during your presentation, if needed, but you should not be reading from the 
book or the selection! On the copy of the selection you are turning in, please supply the book title, author, and 
page number from which the selection was taken. If you choose a poem from an anthology, you will also need 
the title of the poem as well as its author. 

 
Grading: This assignment will be worth a project grade of 100 points, divided into the following categories. 
 
Written Analysis* 

• Paragraph 1: 30 points 

• Paragraph 2: 30 points 
 

 
Oral Presentation: 

• Memorization: 20 points (loss of 1 point per each mistake or if you reference your paper/the book) 

• Presentation: 20 points (4 points for each of the following criteria) 
o Maintains eye contact with audience 
o Uses movement to enhance the selection/help the audience visualize 
o Displays relaxed, self-confident nature and does not call attention to nervousness or mistakes (if made) 
o Demonstrates a positive attitude about the presentation in general 
o Uses a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation so that all audience members can hear 

 
 
 

*Paragraphs should be structured per the short-constructed response format. You MUST use 
quoted text from the book for the textual evidence portions of your paragraphs. I am assuming if 
you are choosing to save this book and “become” it that you have a copy of this book available to 
you! If you do not have a copy of the book available to you, CHOOSE ANOTHER BOOK. (Do not use 
random pages of the book you may find online.) 

 



Name: _____________________________________ Block: _____ Date: ____________ 
 

Ms. Muhlbaier  Language Arts 

Unit 2: The Novel 
Fahrenheit 451: Become the Book Scoring Guide 

 
Part 1: Written Analysis 
 
PARAGRAPH 1: 
_____ Restates the question/topic as part of the opening/topic sentence (5 points) 
_____ Supports with examples from the text (4 points) 
_____ Supports text with explanation of meaning/relevance (6 points) 
_____ Supports with examples from the text (4 points) 
_____ Supports text with explanation of meaning/relevance (6 points) 
_____ Concludes by summing up/linking back to original topic (5 points) 
 
        TOTAL: ____/30 points 
 
PARAGRAPH 2: 
_____ Restates the question/topic as part of the opening/topic sentence (5 points) 
_____ Supports with examples from the text (4 points) 
_____ Supports text with explanation of meaning/relevance (6 points) 
_____ Supports with examples from the text (4 points) 
_____ Supports text with explanation of meaning/relevance (6 points) 
_____ Concludes by summing up/linking back to original topic (5 points) 
 
        TOTAL: ____/30 points  
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
Part 2: Oral Presentation 
 
Memorization: _____/20 points 
Loss of 1 point per each time the student must reference his/her copy of the selection to be memorized. 
 
Presentation: _____/20 points 
_____ Maintains eye contact with audience (4 points) 
_____ Uses movement to enhance the selection/help the audience visualize (4 points)  
_____ Displays relaxed, self-confident nature and does not call attention to nervousness or mistakes (if made) (4 points) 
_____ Demonstrates a positive attitude about the presentation in general (4 points) 
_____ Uses a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation so that all audience members can hear (4 points) 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 


