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Ms. Muhlbaier  Language Arts 

Unit 2: The Novel 
 Fahrenheit 451: “Why do we need the things in books?” 

A Mini-Research Assignment 
 

Introduction: In “The Sieve and the Sand,” Faber says, “The good writers touch life often…. So now do you see why 
books are hated and feared? They show the pores in the face of life.” In addition, in his introduction to the 2013 
anniversary edition of Fahrenheit 451, Neil Gaiman writes: “If someone tells you what a story is about, they are probably 
right. If they tell you that that is all the story is about, they are probably wrong…. It is about what you find between its 
pages.” In the early 1950’s, Ray Bradbury, author of Fahrenheit 451, saw an alarming trend: with the production of the 
television and its mass appeal, people were turning away from literature. Although often cited as a text that vehemently 
opposes censorship, Bradbury’s work is really a story about what will happen to society if we stop reading and allow 
technology to become the center of our world. 
 
Task: Conduct research to write a paragraph explaining the value of reading for pleasure in today’s technology-driven 
world. Provide specific support for your assertion in the form of quoted textual evidence from one of each of the 
sources below. 
 
Required Texts: 

1. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
2. Neil Gaiman’s “Introduction” to Fahrenheit 451 (see pp. xi-xvi of your text) 

 
Additional Texts: Your paragraph must also contain information from one digital print source and one of the following 
video sources. 
 

Articles/Nonfiction – Choose one (or find your own*). 

 
1. Technology and Relationships: The Pros and Cons 
2. "The Country that Stopped Reading" 
3. "The Science of Storytelling" 
4. Does Reading Fiction Make You a Better Person? 
 

 

TED Talks – Choose one. 

 
1. Connected, but Alone? (Sherry Turkle) 
2. Can Technology Solve our Big Problems? (Jason 

Pontin) 
 

Grading: This assignment will be graded as class work; however, due to the amount of time this assignment will take to 
complete, it will be graded out of 100 points instead of the usual 30 points. 
 

Stage/Requirement 
Points 
Earned 

Points 
Avail. 

Comments 

Research  20  

Synthesis  10  

Written Response  55 

Written response must contain the following features and all features must 
appear in this order: context (5); thesis statement (R)(5); evidence 1: quote + 
s/me/ma (10); evidence 2: quote + s/me/ma (10); evidence 3: quote + 
s/me/ma (10); evidence 4: quote + s/me/ma (10); conclusion (5) 

 
 
 
 

MLA Formatting 
(loss only) 

 XX 
 

Works Cited  15  

TOTAL  100  

http://www.webmd.com/healthy-aging/features/tech-affects-relationships
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/06/opinion/the-country-that-stopped-reading.html
http://lifehacker.com/5965703/the-science-of-storytelling-why-telling-a-story-is-the-most-powerful-way-to-activate-our-brains
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2016/07/22/does-reading-fiction-make-you-a-better-person/
https://www.ted.com/talks/sherry_turkle_alone_together?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/jason_pontin_can_technology_solve_our_big_problems?language=en
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The Process 
 
Stage One: Research 
Focus your reading/viewing by using the following questions to take notes. In addition to answering the questions, you 
should also record any key statements made in the text(s). You may choose to handwrite your notes or type them, but 
you should have notes for each of the “additional” text choices (notes for the novel/Gaiman’s introduction are not 
required.) 

1. What are the benefits of technology? 
2. What are the disadvantages of technology? 

3. What are the advantages of reading for 
pleasure? 

4. Are there any drawbacks to illiteracy? 
 
Although your paragraph will not be about you per se, your own thoughts about technology and reading are an 
important part of the research process because, like Miss Muhlbaier always says, “What you bring to a text determines 
what you’ll get out of it.” (Remember that inferences, deductions, conclusions, etc. are all part of the research and 
writing process; your ability to draw significance from a text is partially dependent on your own life experiences.) Use 
the following questions to help guide your thoughts about your research: 

1. How does technology affect you as a learner? Citizen? Human being? 
2. Why do we tell stories? What role does literature/reading for pleasure play in your life? Has a book ever 

influenced you? 
3. How has technology impacted your relationships? How has it impacted the way you view the world around you? 
4. How has reading for pleasure/storytelling (listening to stories) affected your relationships? How has it affected 

the way you view the world around you? 
 
Stage Two: Synthesize 
Review your notes to look for common patterns that emerge. Create a statement that addresses the task by specifically 
identifying why it is important for people in society to read for pleasure even though they’re surrounded by technology. 

 
Write your statement here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 3: Writing 
Using the short-constructed response format, compile your information into a well-written paragraph. Be sure to use 
parenthetical citations to indicate from which source your quoted text was taken. NOTE: Because your paragraph will 
have four pieces of quoted evidence instead of the usual two, your paragraph will be longer than usual! Remember, 
your response must include: 

1. one quote from the novel, 
2. one quote from Gaiman’s introduction, 
3. one quote from one of the digital print sources, and 
4. one quote from one of the TED Talks. 

 
Additionally, you will create a properly formatted (MLA) Works Cited page. We will review how to do this before you 
submit your work. 


