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Point of View & 
Characterization
UNIT 1: NARRATIVE ELEMENTS
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Point of View
PART 1



9/15/2017

2

Point of View
The perspective from which a story is told is called point of view.

◦ the “lens” that a writer chooses for his or her readers

◦ determines what you learn about the characters and may shape your feelings about them

◦ affects the choice of the narrator – the voice that tells the story

Knowing a work of fiction’s point of view can help you evaluate the details you receive about 
characters and plot events.

First-person Point of View
The Narrator…

◦ is a main or minor character in the story

◦ refers to himself or herself as “I” or “me”

◦ presents his or her thoughts or feelings

◦ does not have direct access to the thoughts and feelings of other characters

Impact on the Reader
◦ Your understanding of characters and events is limited to what this narrator reveals about them.

◦ You can’t necessarily trust the narrator’s interpretation of events.

◦ The story seems real, almost as if the narrator were talking to you.
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Third-person Point of View
The Narrator…

◦ is not a character in the story.

◦ May not be an identifiable person but merely a voice that tells the story

◦ Is called omniscient if he or she knows the thoughts and feelings of all the characters

◦ Is called limited if he or she focuses on the thoughts and feelings of one character

Impact on the Reader
◦ You are likely to learn more about characters and events than if the story were told by a first-person 

narrator.

◦ You might not feel as connected to the characters because the story is told in a less personal way.

Character Traits
PART 2A
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Character Traits
Character traits, or qualities shown by characters, are revealed via 
methods of direct and indirect characterization.
◦ In direct characterization, an author tells you what a character is like. It is 

explicitly stated in the text.

◦ With indirect characterization, however, an author shows you what a 
character is like through a description of the character’s appearance; through 
a presentation of a character’s thoughts, speech, and actions; and through a 
presentation of other characters’ thoughts, speech, and actions.
◦ Most characterization is done indirectly.

◦ Using the clues in the text, you must form your own impression.

Indirect Characterization: Physical 
Appearance
Descriptions of the character’s…

◦ clothing

◦ physical characteristics

◦ body language and facial expressions

◦ gestures or mannerisms

Examples
◦ A character who usually wears mismatched socks and stained shirts might be described as…

◦ If a character is always smiling and making eye contact with others, you might infer that she is…
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Indirect Characterization: Speech, 
Thoughts, and Actions
Presentations of the character’s…

◦ speech patterns

◦ habits and tastes

◦ talents and abilities

◦ interactions with others

Examples
◦ A character who speaks so quietly that others can’t hear might be described as…

◦ You might infer that a character who repeatedly misses softball practice without telling the coach is…

Indirect Characterization: Other 
Characters
Presentations of other characters’

◦ reactions to the character

◦ relationships with the character

◦ impression of the character’s reputation

◦ traits that contrast with the character’s traits (making this character a foil in relation to the protagonist)

Examples
◦ If a character’s girlfriend describes him as a “no-good lying jerk,” you might infer that he is…

◦ If people often confide their troubles to a character, you might conclude that she is…
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What’s the method?
Jenny had a multitude of friends in her orbit, all vying for her time.

◦ Presentation of another characters’ thoughts and actions (#3)

She arrived in a crisp white T-shirt and pressed jeans.
◦ Physical appearance (#1)

Alberto spoke in a booming voice accompanied by dramatic gestures.
◦ Presentation of a character’s speech, thoughts, or actions (#2)

Character Motivation
PART 2B
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Character Motivation
Why does a character move across the country, steal money from a friend, go to war, or live 
alone on a mountaintop? Figuring out a character’s motivation – or the reasons behind his or 
her actions – is a key part of understanding the character. Much like how an author develops a 
character, a character’s motivations may also be revealed directly or indirectly.

As you read any story, consider the following clues:
◦ the narrator’s direct comments about a character’s motivation

◦ the character’s actions, thoughts, feelings, values, and interactions with other characters

◦ hints about internal conflicts that may motivate the character

◦ your own insights into human behavior


