Name: _____________________________________ Block: _____

Date: ____________

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
The Sonnet: Assignment
Introduction: Shakespeare brings Romeo and Juliet together in Act 1, scene 5 using an English sonnet. Sonnets were
often set to music, and they were typically about love.
Assignment: Using what you have learned about the English/Shakespearean sonnet, write your own poem about your
favorite class. It does not need to be a class from this year, but it must be an actual class (Unit Lunch, for example, is not
a class). Be sure that your sonnet adheres to the following style and content guidelines:
 contains 10 syllables per line. Yes, TEN! No more, no less.
 follows the ABAB-CDCD-EFEF-GG rhyme scheme
 is 14 lines in length, structured as 3 quatrains and 1 couplet
o Quatrain 1: Introduce the class and give us some general details (class name, time of day, overall
attitude toward the subject matter)
o Quatrain 2: Give us more specific details – what exactly makes you love this class so much? Is it the
teacher’s style of teaching, the people in the class, the types of materials you use, what you’re learning?
o Quatrain 3: Begin with a volta (usually signaled with a transition word) and describe, perhaps, some
changes you’d make to the class (for example, you wish it was the last class of the day, or the first) or tell
what you think might make the class even better than it already is!
o Couplet: Provide us with a final thought on this class.
Ms. Muhlbaier
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