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Ms. Muhlbaier  Language Arts 

Unit 3: The Language of Poetry 
Thinking Like a Poet 

OPTION 1 
Introduction/Directions: Al Young is giving advice to others who practice the same skill he practices (poetry). Think 
about what advice – figurative or literal – you would give others who practice favorite hobbies or skills of yours or for 
people who may be going through the same things you’ve gone through. Write a poem, using Young’s as a model, giving 
literal or figurative advice to someone. 
 
Requirements: 

1. Your poem should be, at minimum, 15 lines in length. You may divide your lines into as many stanzas as you’d 
like, but remember: a stanza functions similarly to that of a paragraph; every time you bring up a new idea or 
different perspective, use a different stanza! 

2. Your title must be “For _____” 
3. Your poem should follow a similar structure as Young’s: start with the “don’ts” and then end with the “do’s.” 
4. Your poem should have a clear message (the advice).  
5. If your poem is more literal, be specific about the skills/traits required to succeed. If your poem is more 

figurative, like Young’s, think of something to compare the reader (the person seeking guidance) to. 
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Unit 3: The Language of Poetry 
Write about a Season: Free Verse 

OPTION 2 
Both “Spring is like a perhaps hand” and “Today” focus on spring. What season brings the strongest images to your 
mind? 
 
Task: Write a free verse about the season that brings the strongest images to your mind. While not required, you may 
wish to begin by free writing all the images that come to mind about the season of your choice. Then, think of the 
sounds the season brings to mind and list words containing these sounds. For your poem, you must do as Cummings and 
Collins have done: 

1. Vary the lengths of your lines to emphasize what is important. 
2. Repeat words and phrases for emphasis. 
3. Use imagery that is created by exercising purposeful word choice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


