
Name: _____________________________________ Block: _____ Date: ____________ 
 

Ms. Muhlbaier  Language Arts 

Unit 1: Narrative Elements 

“The Necklace” and “Spending Spree” Short-Constructed Response 
adapted from Holt McDougal Literature: Grade 9 

 
Prompt: Assessments may ask you to identify thematic connections between literary and nonfiction texts. Practice this 
valuable skill by applying the following question to “The Necklace” and “Spending Spree.” 
 
Task: What causes both Madame Loisel and the teens mentioned in “Spending Spree” to borrow more than they can 
afford to repay? Support your answer with evidence from both texts. 
 
Use the following strategies to help plan for your response: 

1. Consider examples from real life as you formulate an answer. Why do people you know borrow money? 
2. Try to make a generalization that relates to both Madame Loisel and the teens. 
3. Make sure that you include strong evidence from both texts to support your ideas. 

 
Attach this sheet to your work before handing it in. 
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