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Ms. Muhlbaier  Language Arts 

Unit 1: Narrative Elements 

“The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst: SCR 
 

Introduction: Authors often embed symbols in their stories to enhance a theme and/or a character’s traits. Hurst uses 
birds, images/references to death, and numerous shades of red as symbols to enrich the meaning of his story, “The 
Scarlet Ibis.” 
 
Directions: In a well-written paragraph, examine how Hurst uses symbols to support his theme/message to the reader. 
 
Tips: 

1. Decide what Hurst’s overall message of this story is. (Hint: it has to do with Doodle!) 
2. Go back to your symbol sheet; select one category that you will discuss. Then, select the two pieces of evidence 

you feel support the theme the best. (You may use evidence not written on your sheet if you think of something 
else!) 

3. Be sure to convey how Hurst uses symbols to enrich the reader’s understanding of the story and to support his 
overall message. 
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