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Ms. Muhlbaier  Language Arts 

Unit 1: Narrative Elements 

from I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou: Changing Perspectives 
adapted from Holt McDougal Literature: Grade 9 

 
Introduction: Because the episode recounted in this selection from I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings represents a 
turning point in young Angelou’s life, how do you think the people around Angelou may well have changed their opinion 
of her within a year or two of her first meeting with Mrs. Flowers? 
 
Task: Prepare a pair of diary entries, reflecting on the change in Marguerite, that might have been written by Mrs. 
Flowers, Momma, Bailey (Marguerite’s brother), or one of Marguerite’s teachers at school. Requirements: 

1. The first entry should come before Marguerite’s initial visit to Mrs. Flowers’s home. 
2. The second should be set a year or more later. 
3. Both entries should comment upon Marguerite’s personality and her academic, social, and other potential. 
4. Each entry should be, at minimum, 15 sentences in length. 

 
Note: the selection you read occurs sometime between 1936-1941 when Angelou was 9-13 years old. She’s probably 
between 12-13 here. 
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